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Under an ESEA/Title III Ranning Grant* a survey of 1 1*311 students in grades 4 
through 7 in 12 rural central Georgia school systems was undertaken to identify 
reading disability. Results indicated that approximately one-fourth of these students 
was reading more than 1 years below their expectancy levels as determined by a 
recognized formula. An experimental remedial program was conducted with 26 of the 
severely disabled readers. Average gains as determined by standardized tests for 
the 24 children who completed the 9-month program were significant. Average grow^ 
rates in reading were approximately twice those for previous school years. TNs 
experimental program will be expanded into full-scale preventative and remedial 
programs. (BS) 
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Nrt* I^dia B* Pool 

Qii^ L. Bond and MUoo A. Tinkar^ wa naod to datandna rmOing aqpaetanej laiala. 
Thf raaoLta of tfaia fonula^ IQ tUma tha nadbar of jpaara in aehool plus ona^ 
awa anibtraetad ttm adjnatad raadiiit achlatanent aeoraa. Ba ad tng ac^it a r wM nt 
aaa Maaorad Iqr atandardiiad taata. fta taata naad aara tha taata ragnlarlj 
addniatarad hj tha Agatoi and, tharafora, diffarad in tha aariona ajatmm. lha 
raaidta indicatad tha of jaaia aadh atndent aaa diaablad or dblad in raad* 

ing. 

iU taata aara adainiatarad daring tha aehool jraar 1965-66 and tha fidl of 
1966. ill eodiiv aaa dona daring tha mmmt and tha fall of 1966* Xaara in 
aohoei aaa aa abola m ahar a i hoaaiar^ taating aaa dona at diffmnt In- 

tamaa of tha paar. lha adjaatauit in addafanant aaa» tharafova^ naeaaaarj. 

A ratio and p ropor t ion fonada aaa naad to arriaa at an adjnatad aehiaviaMat for 
aaeh atndwt. lha adjnatnant aaa nada naing tha focahlas yaara in aehool at tha 
tiaa of tha taat (to tha naaraat tantha) aaa to tha aoora aamad on tha taat^ aa 
tha "—am* yaara oogplatad in aohool aaa to X* fior araapla ^ if a atadont oon^ 

M« fourth jaar in adiool in dona of 1966 aaa gLm tha aehiafamnt taat 
aban ha Idd baan in aehool 3*8 jaara^ and tha aohia mM nt aoora aaa tha for- 

■nla aonld than atata: 

3*8 t U«2 • ii«0 t X 

3.8Z • 16.8 . 

X^k.k 

• Adjnatad i ohia awM nt . Boora 

All arTilomMnt aeoraa aara adjnatad by a oonpntar in thLa nannar. Binea 
pacing not only nariad firaa atndant to atndant^ hot ftm tine to tiaa for tha 
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atm atndaata, the adjwtaeiit in echie T—it is reeovdied as a lialtation of 
this reeeerch stndj* 

Thste idninistged 

3h eyeteas the Adil eT Mw nt > Teeb sere edniiiietered^ iMle 

in the other a^^tmm either MstropoUten Ichl e r e ae nt^ j Stanford ichieraMPt^ or 
Xona SSS^yiL i^dsjraMBjt testa sere given* IQ scores vere obtainsd tttm 
ahart-FcCTi TPst Mital Matoritr in ten sjsteM$ 0^ jgick Scoring 
ff^l lty Tests and the Hgaon^lelsop Tiests of Wwtal IMIlty sere used in 

tlM two other eyst en s * 



Baeolts of the brvgr 

Doe to differences in tests adninistered^ data sere handled separately for 
eystea. Bducators viewed only the results of the study for their own sys- 
tam» It was never a purpose of this research to compare systeas; therefore* 
the results for this research study have been codbined and are thus being pre- 



sented as a singile study* 

to tbo au rwy 7,9W> of tbo cbUdron (^vradmteljr tvo^Uilrdo) 
were readers; 2*823 (approodnately one-fourtii) were d i sa bl ed by acre 

one and one-half years* ill fourth grade students whose disabilities were 



greater than one year and five aontta* fifth grade students whose dieabUities 
were greater ***■" one year and seven aonths* and sixth and seventh grade child- 
ren whose were greater than two years were li ste d separately by 

schools* Thble I* page U* gives the covlete results flroa all systeas* 
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Nre* l^fdJLe B* FooOL 

of tts Reeee r ch 

to to tto adjostod acUofMwnts, o«wr lialtaUono wsro noted. 

thikmm wr« tlio 080 Of groiff intoUldonco testa, thf f«ot that tests iwre 
•Adntstered hy different persons, and the distortion of espectancjr tovels for 
students bOIo* »»»t shore the nomal range of inteUlganee. 

Con^tfleon tetlo n el 

The arerage adjosted reading aehieronent of the chUdron in grade fonr 
(U.9) oas found to be 3.6 or one year and three nonths beloif the nattonal nor*. 

acUmmat in grade fire (5.9) ws U.S or one year and four nonths be- 
low the nstioosl nor*. Oiildren's average reading achieve*ent in grade^slt (6.9) 
ms 5.1 or one year and eW>t ■oaths belo* tbs national nor*, to grade seven 
(7.9) the average reading aehievaasnt eas 5.8 or ^ years and one nonth betoe 

the nor* for the nation. The coignrisons irtth national no«*e eere to r^ 

to the afsiregs adjoetad rea d i n g achioeeBeiit scores* 



Broarem Planned 

is project personnel, the Advisory Board, adatolatrators, and cnrricolw 
direetors studied the results of the survey, anssers sere son^ as to idiat 
could be done to Irgirovo the reading abiUtgr of these children and other child- 
len eith problenB. ilthon^ a preventive progra* uas desired, it mbs 

evident that so*s treatasnt sk be given for those students uho Mere severely 
readers. Iherefor*, along eith concentrated planntog toaard in-e*rvlc* 
pmgraM, an eavertosntal stody uas undertaken Mlth tnenty-eix disabled readers. 
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Selection ^ Psrtlclpsnts 

CriteriJL for selection of the students to participate in the studp were 
threefold. 

1. They were enrolled in grades four through seven in the school chosen 

as the denonstration school. 

2. Students of grade four were identified as being disabled by more than 

one year and five months; students in grade five by more than one 
year and seven months; students in grades six and seven by more 
tiMm two years. 

3. ill students were identified as possessing "average” or "above average^ 

intellectual abilities. Average or above average is used to mean IQ's 
of children that have been measured as being 90 or above. 

Classroom teachers were informed of the selected population according to the 

data available from the Bducational Survey. They were asked to sufanit the names 

of other students they believed would also belong to the selected population. 

ill students selected were administered the reading section of the Stanford 

ichlevensnt Test for additional evaluation. Twenty-six students were thus 

chosen as belonging to the Identified population. The second achievement tests 

administered were used as the pretests for the study* 

Remedial Instruction 

From S^tehber lU, 1966, to May 23, 1967, between the pretests and post- 
tests, these students received remedial instruction for thirty minutes to one 
hour for three days per week. Teaching groigs ranged in siee from one to eic^t. 
The nunber of childbPen most frequently taught in one group was five. 

A variety of diagnostic tests were administered. The types of tests used 
were dependent upon the types of problems noted. In general, an informal 
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Intai'TLew was the first step of the dlagnoshs. This was usuallj followed hy 
ai Infonoal Reading Inventor:^* If the students were believed to be reading 
or below^ the third grade levels a list of Dolch Service ^ds preceded 
th) Bofonnal Reading Inventory to assess si^t vocabulary* Using this data 
and the data collected from permanent records and conferring with past 
teachers^ clinicians decided idiich other tests^ if any> should be administered* 
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, Cray Oral Reading Test, IXtrrell 
Analysis of Reading Difficulty, Spache Diagnostic Re a di n g Scales, Oates Rea din g 
S* irvey, and/or Iowa Bbrk-Study Skills were among the most used testing instru- 
ments* A Keystone Visual Survey Telebinocular was used to screen vision* 

Programs for each student were dependent upon unique needs and interests. 
Diagnosis was contdLnuous as weaknesses and strengths were noted at each session* 
The special reading teacher capitalized upon individual needs as she made daily 
plans for each student. Bach child’s program was dynamic^ conprehensive^ prag- 
matlc^ varied^ individualistic ^ creative^ and flexible* Attention was con- 
tinuously given to motivation* While challenging experiences were provided^ 
all students experienced success* It was realized that the twenty-six stu- 
dents participating in the study had met with failure* Project philosophy was 
that continued failure resulted in more failure^ idiile an adequate amount of 
success resulted in more success. 

The qpeclal help given each student did not replace the child's regular 
reading program* It was provided as an extra service in addition to the regu- 
lar clas^oom instruction* 
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Resolts of tkis Remedial Pf ogran 

Subjectively^ it was determined that the most positive effect of this as- 
pect of the research was positive changes in attitudes* Objectively* it was 
detemined that made were greater than those made by these students in 
SX 9 ’ other nine-month period* The criteria for evaluating eadi student's pro- 
gress were in terns of his prior leasming rate as compared to his learning 
rate daring the eoqperinental study* 

Case Bhnber One* a fourth grade student* had been retained in one grade and* 
therefore* had been in school for four years when he was given the pretest* The 
grade score earned on the pretest was 3*0* Since this represents two years of 
achievenBiit (a 0 ^ 1 *^ beginning first grade is considered at 1*0)* he had ac- 
cooplished SO per cent of the achievement expected for the “average" child 
after four years of schooling* It can be noted that there were eif^t months 
and nine days beteeen the dates of the pretest and posttest* The time* how- 
ever* has been calculated as Uiou^ it had been nine months* Case Nunber One 
showed a gain of nine months between the two testing dates* If the time is 
considered to be nine months* the efficiency rate of achievement was 100 per 
cent* The method used for comparing growth rates was devised by the investi- 
gators* The results are to be viewed as gross interpretations* 

One student moved away before the posttests were ad m i n istered* Another 
was dropped because of a scheduling problem* Table II on page 9 sunnarizes 
the results of the study for each of the twenty-four students, remaining in 
the program at the end of the study. 








TABLE II 
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SlMfARI OF BATA OBTAINED FROM EXPERIMENTAL STUDY 




* Tears in school to nearest lAole nunher on protest date* 
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Uatad M Cut laAm tmiln, SixtMB, and IMutgr war* *lm> 



prataaU that aara too dlfflciat U» taw of tnateiictlonal latalaj tliaraCora, 

it ia (iwUcnaMa tliat thay aw aUo to raad tha taat adaqpataly. tha 

800W wataad aara lar«*ljr *»• ♦* «*»'^* » Baa baan fodnd that atadWa 
in tha loaar qwtUa aaka hiiSiar aeoraa idian glw taata aboaa thair Ui- 
stnetloiaa la»^ ttaa ahan flaan taata on thair iaatroetional laaala. Bia 
>0M difneaXt tha taat, tha graatar tha poaatoUltar for a Ughar ehaneo aeora. 
1 M of tho atodaoto, Caaa BaWra Sixtaon and »ara glaw eradlt far 

corract aiwra oo tha -ora diffleult ItW of tha taat. Bia othar oaaa 



m point. Caaa tadwr Ihatoa, raoalaad eradlt lor approalaatalr tha aa» par- 
Of cotract ansMara on all aaettona of aU aiA-taata. Slnea altfain 
adt^taata tha «■><'»'»<» aaaaiirail bacona laeraaa i J i tfljr aora dUftedlt. tha aboaa 
Iteta atatad aoald Indicata tha lack of aalidltj of taata glaan to thaaa ata- 
danta. iceordlng to lhf«n«l Baadiiig Ibaantoriaa, Caaa M>ar tOalaa aehUiad 
thraa grada laaala and Caaaa Slrtaan and Tann^ achlaaad ona grade laaal and 
on»4nlf pada loaal raapaeUanlr. B la non raeiMandad hjr project paraonnal 
that atndanta ha glean reading aehlaienant taata appropriata for thair In- 
atmetlonal laanla ragardlaaa of thair grada lofala. Sm* aodifieatlona are 



aW dnrii« tha oparatlonl phaaa of thia apaeial raadiag program. 

The aiaraga gaUi for aU atndanta to tha naareat Wla month la tha al^ 
montta and nina dapa bataaan tha pra>eata and poattaaU naa nUm nentha. Tha 



aiaraga rata of growth prior to 



lit, 1966, aaa S3 por oant; tha rate 
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of frcrth f or til. iwi« *^ *^ *^ *’ ’^ 

jt tte tta.0 rt«a«to la 9M*ti«o «ro Ma^tod Item tlM rtndr* *•» **" 

aro «iite ai»[ilficoBt. tho ’*“** "““*** 

MOU bo .ima Mitto. Iho «»««• »to <tf fTOrth prior to So!»ti*« 

1966, iMbld bo 53 po. o*'*t «ad Uio roto of groirtli for tho porlod 

1966, and ondlj« Ihgr 23, 1967, iwoild bo 122 por coat. 



n. onrfOT of U,3U otodonU la gradto taut tlireatfi oowa la tMloo mrol 
OooTKla odiool opotow rotoolod that ipjroodaotoJj oao-fourUi of thoao 
otadwto ooro roodli* ooco thaa ooa aad oao-dialf joaro balo. tholr apoetaaop 
laiols aa datocalaad bjr a raeocaliad fonada. da averlawUl atudjr »a ond«- 
takaa alth towl^-olx of tho atadwU Idantillod as bail* aooardr dlsaMod 
roadars. Ararafo Sidw, as datoralnad by staadardlaad tosts, for tho tMnty- 
foor stadaBto aho roooitad "apodal" laatrosUoa for affroriaatolx "I* ■«“* 

00.0 olcalflaaab. dwropa grooth rstoa la roadlap oaro oHW«da.tdy 

tiHit Bide in all prsflons sehool jsarso 

tbs ersstion of an asaraosas of shSi a nead> tho ontccBss sbonld 

bo tho HwaaUoa of aoro offoetira toaolili* toebolflpao, tho d«aiBtratJiio of 
aodt toehoKpioo, aad oddaaoo that tho aoro aoecoosfol aothoda aro bail* ac- 
oaptod by, adl ad«tod to, tha largar odu ci a ti fl a d ooMalty. OartaliOy tho 
stapaa of la*dcy and iwantton mn raallaad dariag tho fiscal year 1966-67. 

lbrai*h aa KK, MUo HI Qporatlanal Omt tho Isttor stagas of dofolflp- 
aant aro prosanUy boll* pnrsaad. iho aoric hacola p ro a aaUd oaa parfawad par- 
aaaat to a Otaat iron tho B.S. Oflloo of Hocatlon, Itapartawt of Health, Wa- 
estion^ and liilfuo. 



